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Each year Carlsbad Library  

Literacy Services hosts a Celebra-

tion dinner and ceremony to recog-

nize the achievements of our 

learners and the contributions of 

our volunteer tutors. This year the 

Celebration was particularly note-

worthy because it was the 25th  

Anniversary of the literacy program 

in Carlsbad. 

Approximately 150 learners, tutors 

and their families and friends at-

tended the Celebration, enjoyed 

delicious food from Pat & Oscars, 

and learned about the history of 

the Carlsbad literacy program from 

the woman who founded it, Lynda 

Jones. Carrie Scott, Community 

Outreach Coordinator for Literacy 

Services, introduced other speak-

ers including Library Director, 

Heather Pizzuto, Principal Librar-

ian for the Learning Center, Carol 

Naegele, a Literacy Services tutor 

and five learners. 

HISTORY 

Since it started in 1984, the Carls-

bad adult literacy program has 

served approximately 1,500 learn-

ers who have taken the sometimes 

gigantic step to ask for help. Vol-

unteer tutors have donated over 

175,000 hours representing more 

than $3 million dollars in value. 

In 1998, Judy Gaitan, a special 

education teacher from Carlsbad 

High School, called our then-

coordinator Lynda Jones.  From 

that phone call, a unique partner-

ship was born in which special 

education students from Carlsbad 

High School earn class credit for 

the time they spend at our pro-

gram working with our tutors, ma-

terials and technology to improve 

their reading, writing, and vocabu-

lary.  The high school program has 

grown from 7 high school students 

and 1 volunteer to 34 high school 

students and 16 volunteers. 

To honor the 25 years of learning, 

each table featured centerpieces 

with photos throughout the years 

and quotes from current learners 

and tutors. In their own words, 

learners and tutors describe what 

the Literacy Services means to 

them. See the next page for some 

of the quotes. 

L ITER ACY  SERVICES  

25
th

 Anniversary of Literacy Services 

Learners, tutors, families, and friends celebrate 25 years of Literacy Services 
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from helping others, so supporting 

a learner as she achieves her 

goals has been very gratifying for 

me.” –Margie O. 

“Working with high school students 

gives me hope for our future.  It is 

possible to see a light click on in a 

student’s eyes as they grasp what 

you are attempting to teach.  Voila!  

The light makes for a good day, 

week, and year.” –Sharon S. 

“This program gives me the oppor-

tunity to give back in a very small 

way some of the help that I have 

received from others along the 

way.  It also is a great opportunity 

to meet new friends and learn 

more.” –Pat R. 

“I have never been to school.  This 

program has helped me a lot.  I 

can now read a little bit and I got 

my American citizenship in 2003.  

And I can do some math.  I can 

now accomplish things like reading 

signs, operating vending ma-

chines, and doing things in normal 

life are easier for me.” –Mellalia K. 
Quotes from learners: 

“The program has opened my 

eyes to the world.  I have learned 

to read and write and understand 

people when they talk to me.  I am 

comfortable talking about many 

things, and am so much more in-

dependent.  My life is 100% better.  

Thank you for having this program 

for people like me.” –Aurelia D. 

“My life has changed.  I feel more 

confident, I speak better, read bet-

ter, and I can use the computer 

without help.  Thanks so much for 

all the help I have received from 

my tutor and from the center in 

Carlsbad.” –Rita A.  

What the Literacy Services program means to me...  

Quotes from tutors: 

“Helping an adult improve her 

reading skills has been an ex-

tremely rewarding experience for 

me.  In fact, it’s been the fulfillment 

of a lifelong dream.  I’ve always 

gotten a great deal of satisfaction 

Got library cards 

Helped their kids with homework 
Interacted with their child's teacher 

Interviewed for a job 

Learned the alphabet  
Learned to type  

Learned to write on the computer 
Performed job tasks better 

Planned nutritious meals 
Read lots of books 

Read a menu 

Read newspapers and magazines 
Read a work related manual  

Took their kids to library story time 

Learned how to take phone messages 
Used a map 

Wrote lots letters 
Wrote a resume 

Wrote checks 
Did some creative writing 

Learner Accomplishments 

To Albina L. who  

passed her  

citizenship exam!  
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ate, and analyze an author’s 

words— all skills efficient readers 

take for granted. In a trusted and 

safe environment, these adult 

learners relish the chance to ex-

press their ideas, so often colored 

with very gripping stories of grow-

ing up as poor readers and feeling 

isolated from their peers, families, 

and communities. 

LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 

The Adult Learner Leadership In-

stitute (ALLI), now in its seventh 

year, began with the inspiration of 

an adult learner who felt it was im-

portant to share his success with 

other learners and the community 

at large. Many of the alumni are 

actively supporting new learners or 

speaking publicly on behalf of their 

literacy programs. 

CONTINUING EFFORT 

CLLS programs continue to im-

prove the lives of thousands of 

adults, children, and families each 

year, but unacceptable levels of 

low-literacy still persist. Though 

the mission of CLLS is ―to enable 

Californians of all ages to reach 

their literacy goals and use library 

services effectively,‖ much re-

mains to be done toward achieving 

this end. With the combined 

strength of the CLLS network and 

the commitment of so many dedi-

cated individuals, more adults will 

Congratulations to the California 

Library Literacy Services (CLLS) 

on twenty-five years of providing 

outstanding service in California’s 

public libraries to adults who strug-

gle with reading skills! 

LIVES TRANSFORMED 

Thousands of adult new readers 

and their families have trans-

formed their lives because of the 

commitment and hard work of hun-

dreds of library staff and devoted 

volunteers. What began in 1984 

with a small, dedicated group of 

visionaries at the state capitol, the 

state library, and fourteen public 

libraries, has evolved into a net-

work of libraries that provide multi-

ple literacy programs for adults, 

children, and families.  

BOOK GROUPS 

Book groups are active in many 

CLLS libraries, giving new readers 

opportunities to read, share, evalu-

Congratulations California Library Literacy 

Lory M. – flowers 

Betty G. – note pads 

Lollie M. – bundt cake 

Marianna R. – tea 

Diane Q. – biscotti from Italy 

Miguel P. – plums 

Fatima E. – book on Morocco 

Mariana R. – flowers 

Marilyn S. – Snack variety pack 

Suzy K. – English/Spanish  

translator 

Hillary K. – plant 

Kerry M. – apples 

attain and even surpass their liter-

acy goals. 

Congratulations and recognition 

goes out to library directors, staff, 

volunteers, and AmeriCorps mem-

bers whose passion and commit-

ment for adult literacy have helped 

to change so many lives over the 

years. 

An excerpt taken from an article 

written by Susan Hildreth, former 

State Librarian of California 
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Recorded book: 
Island of the Blue Dolphins 

Non-Fiction: 
The Code 

Dying to Cross 

Folktales 

Icebergs, Ice Caps, and Glaciers 

Left Behind (not the religious series) 

The Other Side of the Sky 

Fiction: 
Animal Farm 

A Raisin in the Sun 

By Any Means Necessary 

Dance Hall of the Dead 

Down Garrapata Road 

Parrot in the Oven 

The Stone Goddess 

  

 

New Books! 

Pronouncercizing by Millicent Alexander (TM 428.34 ALE). A whole-body 

approach to learning the sounds of North American English; with DVDs. 

Endeavor from New Readers Press (TEXT 428.62 END) Levels 3-8. This 

series is designed to build adult learners’ vocabulary, ready, and writing 

skills with lessons that relate to students’ life experiences and interests. 

Includes teacher’s guides. 

Can You Believe It? By Jann Huizenga (LIT 428.64 HUI) Books 1, 2, 3. 

This series integrates true and memorable readings with idioms and vo-

cabulary development. 

Your Home Is a Learning Place by Pamela Weinberg (LIT 649.68 WEI). This book shows some fun ways you 

can teach your child basic skills including reading, writing, math, and art at home. 

Across the U.S. by Anita Stern (TEXT 428.64 STE). This book provides intermediate-level ESL students with 

an opportunity to learn more about the new country they call ―home.‖ Includes teacher’s guide. 

Talk-A-Tivities by Richard Yorkey (TEXT 428.24 YOR). This book contains problem solving and puzzles for 

pairs. Filled with photocopyable activities that develop speaking and listening skills. 

Pronunciation Pairs by Ann Baker and Sharon Goldstein (TEXT 428.34 BAK). This pronunciation text has ac-

tive listening and interactive speaking tasks that help students recognize and produce the individual sounds 

and the rhythm, stress, and intonation patterns of North American English. 

Life Goes On and That’s Life by Ann Gianola (TEXT 428.64 GIA). These two series (Introductory, Low Begin-

ning, High Beginning, and Low Intermediate) help ESL learners build basic language and reading skills. 

Teacher’s guide with CD available with each level. 

Plus, a number of new fiction titles and non-fiction for our learners 


